pain of surgical operations and the like. Since then the periodical press, medical and public, has so trumpeted forth this discovery, that it is impossible it should have failed to reach the ears of any one of our readers. The effect produced is beyond doubt a temporary intoxication, the agent being the vapour of sulphuric ether, received into the lungs along with the air in respiration. It is singular enough that this peculiar benefit of the inhalation of the vapour of ether should hardly have been observed before; for the use of it in the form of vapour for various purposes in the practice of medicine is currently referred to in our common works on Materia Medica. Thus, in the excellent Dictionary of Materia Medica, by Merat and De Lens, we find the following passages :? " Ether respired gives rise to a feeling of coolness in the air passages, which is soon followed by a slight excitement." Again, " The vapour of ether is administered by means of a flask with two orifices, through one of which a straight tube is introduced, the one extremity being immersed in the ether, the other communicating freely with the air, while through the other a curved tube, adapting itself to the mouth of the patient, is passed, so that, when he inspires, the air which enters by the straight tube becomes impregnated with the vapour of ether as it passes through it. The inhalation is kept up for one or two minutes, and is renewed several times a-day. 
